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COLLECT 
 
- For The Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Merciful Lord, 
absolve your people from their offences, 
that through your bountiful goodness 
we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins 
which by our frailty we have committed; 
grant this, heavenly Father, 
for Jesus Christ's sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
- For Mothering Sunday 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 
      to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
READINGS (NIV) 
 
Exod. 2:1-10 
Now a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, and she became pregnant and gave 
birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. But when 
she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and 
pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 
His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.  
  Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking 
along the river bank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it.  She 
opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. "This is one of the 
Hebrew babies," she said.  
Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to 
nurse the baby for you?"  
 "Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and got the baby's mother. Pharaoh's daughter 
said to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you." So the woman took the 
baby and nursed him. When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he 
became her son. She named him Moses,  saying, "I drew him out of the water." 
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Col. 3:2-17 
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now 
hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.  
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 
You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must rid yourselves 
of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. Do 
not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and have put on 
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there is 
no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ 
is all, and is in all.  
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive 
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  
 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish 
one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 
gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL (NIV) 
 

Jn. 19:25-27 
Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 
Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is 
your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
 
 

 


