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COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
whose only Son has opened for us 
a new and living way into your presence: 
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills 
to worship you in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
  
 
READINGS (NIV) 
 
Deut. 30:15-20 
See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.  For I command you 
today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees 
and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land 
you are entering to possess.  
But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow 
down to other gods and worship them, I declare to you this day that you will certainly be 
destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  
This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that 
you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is 
your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
 
 
Philemon 9-10 & 12-17 
… yet I appeal to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of 
Christ Jesus— I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains. 
 
I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. I would have liked to keep him with me so 
that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel. But I did not want to 
do anything without your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and not forced. 
Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have him back for 
good— no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even 
dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.  
So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 
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GOSPEL (NIV) 
 
Lk. 14:25-33 
Large crowds were travelling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: "If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, 
even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple.  
 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost 
to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to 
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was 
not able to finish.'  
"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with 
twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way 
off and will ask for terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give up 
everything he has cannot be my disciple. 
 
 


